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- Mr. McGaugh, How did you come to be involved in
organizing the Expo?

My wife Melanie and | had a small wine company, and we
were importing and selling wines to English-speaking people
around Switzerland. Even though | speak three of
Switzerland’s national languages, we found the English-
speaking expats to be a very easy-going and appreciative
market, so, as the business began to grow we were looking for
new places to hold tastings. | mentioned this on a business
forum which | belong to, and eventually formed the idea for
the Expat-Expo. In fact the post is still there:

Swiss Entrepreneur - Post 61: 'Y just had an idea! There are
hundreds of expos here in Switzerland designed to showcase
goods and services . . . why can’t we have an Expat-Expo in
English showcasing our businesses, clubs, schools, churches
etc.? If we could find a space and get enough participants |
think it could fly. Maybe do one each in Zurich, Basel and
Geneva. Does this sound like a good idea?"

... and that is exactly how it all started.

- What is the main idea behind the Expat-Expo?
On the web page we say. . .

“Integrating into a new country can be a daunting process for
anyone, and Expat-Expo is designed to help the Anglophone
community feel quickly at home by showcasing a wide variety
of businesses and organisations from all over Switzerland. In
the space of an afternoon, families can find important goods
and services such as bankers, doctors, accountants and
lawyers, schools and day-care, museums, clubs and churches,
even speciality food items. We believe this service contributes
greatly to the successful integration of newly-arrived families
and veteran expats alike, and helps reduce the stress
of adapting to life in a new country.”

... and that is exactly how we feel, but really the secret of our
success is that the English-speaking community is fantastic,
dynamic and very supportive. Without the support of the
exhibitors and the visitors, Expat-Expo could never happen.

- How did it begin and evolve?

It began at a little community center in the Seefeld area of
Zurich in February 2006. We had 45 exhibitors and it snowed
all morning. | remember really questioning my logic as | was
hanging up banners in the snow-storm! Everybody had a good
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time in spite of the weather, and the feedback was so positive
we left buzzing with optimism.

Slowly, we began adding events one city at a time, and now,
three years later, we will conduct expos in Zurich, Geneva,
Basel, Luzern and Zug. We have over 300 different companies
exhibiting, and attract over 11,000 visitors per yea,r and we
are still growing and adding cities.

- What can people expect to find at the Basel Expo?

| think that our first Basel Expo is going to be outstanding! We
have been working with local clubs and organisers and have
some fantastic exhibitors lined up. You will be welcomed by
our sponsors B@n@dict Schule Basel, Swissinfo, World Radio
Switzerland, and The International Herald Tribune, along with
museums, lots of different clubs, churches and schools.
Shoppers will have fun too, with a wide range of items
available, from American groceries, hand-made speciality
foods, British cheeses, whisky and wines to satellite systems
and fine jewellery and much more. We have something for
everyone . . . so bring the whole family for a day of discovery!
Admission is free!

- Who can benefit from visiting or taking part?

| do not know anyone that would not benefit from meeting
new friends and learning about all of the organisations and
businesses available in Basel. Expat-Expo is really all about
introducing you to these exhibitors and increasing your
quality of life in Switzerland! If you are a business and would
like to reach this market, then exhibiting with us is a very
affordable and excellent way to do so. We welcome you to
join us!

- What are your hopes and goals for the event in Basel?

Bigger, better and more complex, is our goal. We would like
the expos in all cities to evolve, and we are currently working
with other people and organisations to add additional features
to Expat-Expo. We would like to incorporate more live
entertainment into the event, and give it more of a culture
and arts feel. We want the event to become a celebration
bridging all of our cultures into one colorful spectacle. Our
door is open to anyone who can help make this happen.

- Are there plans already for next year?

Yes, definitely! Certainly we will repeat the event, and
hopefully we can add some of the features | mentioned above.




